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Principles of dialogue in EDH 5305

· Establish dialogue.  “Dialogue” means “talking through” and the key to dialogue is to exchange ideas without trying to change the other person’s mind.

· Exchange ideas.

· It’s not just opinion any more.  You should always be able to substantiate your writings.

· Avoid arguing for your own individual judgments.

· Give participants a chance to complete their statement.

· Listen carefully.  Focus entirely upon whoever is speaking (writing). This is difficult at first.  It takes practice.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

· Clarify your thinking.  To do this, you must first suspend all untested assumptions.  Check your assumptions about everything and try to maintain an unbiased view.

· Be honest. 

· Always be civil and try to keep a positive tone. Remember we are learning here.

· Be open to other’s responses even if they are contrary to your own.

Adapted from: Michlko, M. (1993). “Einstein’s teamwork secret.” Training. Dec. 60-61. And Bender, T. (2003) “Discussion-Based Online Teaching To Enhance Student Learning”. Stylus Pub. Virginia                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

It is the goal of this class to encourage discussion and debate on issues of teaching at the college level. These discussions will conform to the commitments of Florida State University as stated below.

From the Florida State University General Bulletin Graduate Edition 2001 – 2003

http://registrar.fsu.edu/bulletin/grad/default.htm : 

“The Florida State University reaffirms its commitment to a policy of equal opportunity and pluralism, thus enhancing diversity and assuring a campus climate that values and respects the worth and dignity of all persons. The concept of pluralism, a state or condition of society in which individuals of diverse backgrounds are willing "to affirm each other's dignity; are ready to benefit from each other's experience; and are eager to acknowledge each other's contribution to the common welfare and progress for all," serves as a foundation for all programs, services, and activities affecting students, faculty, staff, employees, applicants and others affiliated with the University.”

Following the University’s lead, our class aim is “to help create an ideal environment of excellence encompassing fairness, respect and trust - free from mistreatment, discrimination and harassment-by utilizing a flexible, yet, balanced approach…”

